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Language Arts Mrs.  Kelly Gissel 
Literature Appreciation Room #2148 
ENGL 175 kgissel@msd134.org 
 

208-585-6657 ext. 836 
  

 
“The world belongs to those who read.” --Rick Holland 

 
Instructor Availability 

● Students may e-mail me at kgissel@msd134.org. 
● Students may make appointments to see me at lunch or after school. 
● Students may text me through the Remind.com app by texting the number 81010 the message 

@ecdhe3e  
 
Course Description 
ENGL 175 Literature Appreciation (3 Credit Hours). This course introduces literary genres and provided 
the general student with the terminology and standard techniques of reading and communicating about 
literature. 
 
This course is offered for dual credit through the College of Western Idaho.  Failure to meet the 90% 
attendance rule will automatically result in a failing grade through the college. 
 
Rules 

1. Be on time.   
2. Follow all directions. 
3. Respect instructor, self, and others. 
4. Be prepared.  

a.  Bring pens (blue/black), loose-leaf paper, binder or folder, assigned books, laptop (fully 
charged) and all projects and assignments.   

b. If you have to return to your locker, car, etc., you will be marked tardy. 
5. No cell phones during instructional time; phones may be used outside the classroom only unless 

otherwise given permission. Please be courteous and turn your phones to stun/vibrate. Do not 
answer them and do not text in class. Do not play games, surf the net, or otherwise engage in 
extraneous activities. Remove ear buds and Bluetooth devices. Laptops are a must but the same 
rules apply. 

 
Discipline 
      1. Quiet warning or “the look” 
      2. Verbal warning 
      3. Conversation in the hall 
      4. Notice sent home 
      5. Referral to office 

* students will be sent immediately to the office in extreme situations 
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This course fulfills the Idaho State General Education competency area of “Humanistic and Artistic 
Ways of Knowing.” 
 
 Academic Affairs Objectives 

● Learn to Learn: Students learn that as important as content knowledge is, shaping one’s future 
requires the development of skill in discerning, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and evaluating 
knowledge in diverse contexts. The educational experience at CWI prepares students for a world 
in which they are likely to change occupations and face unpredictable life events. We strive to 
develop courses and learning experiences that give students the tools to confidently thrive in 
complex, information-saturated, diverse, and dynamic world. 

● Make Connections: Students learn success in today’s interconnected world requires deliberate 
engagement and comfort with multiple perspectives, cultures, and contexts. In navigating 
difference and diversity in the natural and social worlds, students connect ideas, forms of 
knowledge, and practices to create a richer understanding of themselves as personally and 
socially responsible citizens.  

● Solve Problems: Students identify problems, analyze and implement solutions, and interpret 
and reflect on outcomes to develop skills to individually and collaboratively face challenges and 
create opportunities. 

 
Course Schedule 
This year-long course meets according to the Middleton High School schedule. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes  
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

1. Develop and practice critical thinking and analysis skills. 
2. Explore American literature with intellect through reading, discussing, and writing.  
3. Recognize the literary and rhetorical elements of literature, and interpret how writers use 

these elements to convey meaning and influence readers. 
4. Understand the differences and similarities among the genres: novel, short story, drama, 

and poetry. 
5. Discuss the importance of cultural, historical, thematic, and theoretical perspectives in 

interpreting literature. 
6. Become acquainted with respected American authors.   
7. Effectively write persuasive and expository pieces with a strong sense of audience and 

purpose.   
8. Use the writing process, including revising and editing, to create polished writing that 

correctly uses conventions and meets academic standards. 
9. Correctly use MLA format in research and literary analysis papers. 
10. Participate in meaningful discussions about writing.  

Outcomes Assessment 
In order to ensure that the student has achieved the course objectives, essays, homework, group work, 
presentations, reflections, portfolios, quizzes, and exams will be completed over the course of the year.   
 
Textbooks and Required Materials 
Required Books:  (all are provided) 

1. The Language of Literature  
2. Adventures in American Literature  
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3. Writers INC  
4. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck  
5. The Princess Bride by William Goldman 
6. The Crucible by Arthur Miller  
7. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

 
Optional Books (varies by year) 
The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne  
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald  
The Jungle by Upton Sinclair  
Selected short stories and poems to be announced in class. 
 
Materials 

1. blue/black pen  
2. loose-leaf paper 
3. writing folder (this can be a three-ring binder or a two-pocket folder 
4. highlighters (recommended)   
5. small sticky notes (recommended)   

 
Assignments 
All writing assignments must be typed, using the following MLA guidelines: 
o  Single-sided, double-spaced, Times New Roman font, 12 point font, and  1” margins  (see 

https://owl.purdue.edu for full guidelines) 
 
For assignments that do not have to be typed, handwriting must be legible.  If I am unable to read your 
handwriting, you will receive a ZERO.  
 
Please do not turn work in on spiral bound paper. 
 
Paper Heading        
All formal paper headings should follow MLA format: Your name, my name, class name, and date typed 
and doubled spaced in the upper, left corner. 
 
Grading Policy 

Score Method Term Grades 
(MHS Policy) 

Grading Scale 
(MHS Policy) 

Total Points 
Practice= 10 % 

● warm ups 
● class discussions 

Formative Assessment=20% 
● homework/class work 
● quizzes 
● anything leading up to the final product 

Literary Analysis=20% 

Fall 
Quarter 1=40% 
Quarter 2=40% 
End of Course 
Assessment=20% 
 
Spring 
Quarter 3=40% 
Quarter 4=40% 

A=90%-100% 
B=80%-89% 
C=70%-79% 
D=60%-69% 
F=Below 60% 
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● first semester lit analysis 
● second semester lit analysis 

Summative Assessment =50% 
● tests 
● final written assessments 

End of Course 
Assessment=20% 

Make-Up Work (MHS Policy) 
Papers, assignments, tests, etc. that were announced while the student was in attendance prior to the 
absence are due to be submitted or completed on the day the student returns to school. A student will 
be allowed two (2) school days for each day of excused absence to make up material presented during 
the absence. Make-up time is not to exceed ten (10) days from the time a student returns to school after 
an absence. Additional time may be granted at the principal's discretion under extenuating 
circumstances. When a student has been absent for three (3) or more consecutive school days due to 
illness or excused absence the parent or student may call the Attendance Office to request make-up 
homework be sent to the office for pick-up. Please allow 24 hours for teachers to respond before 
coming to the office to pick up work. In the case of pre-arranged absences, it is the responsibility of the 
student to contact individual teachers for any make-up work prior to the absence.  
 
1. In all cases, it is the responsibility of the student to obtain and turn in any missing work. 
2. If a student is present for any part of the school during which a major assignment is due, he/she 

must turn in the work prior to leaving school to receive full credit.     
 
Late Work 
1. Assignments which were graded in class will not be accepted late.  
2. Essays may be turned in one class period late at a loss of one letter grade.  This means an essay  that 

would have earned a 95% if turned in on time will be an 85% late, and it may not be re-written. 
 
Tardy and Attendance Participation 
Opening activities are worth 100 points per week.  Students who are tardy will not earn these points.  
 
Course Calendar 

Quarter 1 
Unit 1: Job Portfolio 
Unit 2: Native American Literature (poems and short stories) 

o Narrative 
Unit 3: Argument Reading and Writing 

o The Crucible by Arthur Miller 
o Jonathan Edwards and Cotton Mather 
o Anne Bradstreet (various) 
o The Scarlet Letter (opt. novel) 

DOL (Daily Oral Language) 

Quarter 2 
Unit 4: The Princess Bride by William Goldman 

o Literary Analysis 
Unit 5: American Short Story (selected authors) 
DOL (Daily Oral Language) 
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Quarter 3 
Unit 6: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

o Project based learning 
o Literary Analysis 

Unit 7: SAT Preparation 
Unit 8: Harlem Renaissance (poetry) 
DOL (Daily Oral Language) 

Quarter 4 
Unit 9: Job Interviews 
Unit 10: Of Mice and Men (novella) by John Steinbeck 

o Free-writing and Journaling 
Unit 11: The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemmingway 

o Blogging (The Deadliest Catch) 
DOL (Daily Oral Language) 

 
Senior Portfolio Requirements 
1. The Crucible Argument Research Essay is the approved senior portfolio artifact for Semester 1. The 

Huckleberry Finn Literary Analysis is the approved senior portfolio artifact for Semester 2.  You 
must earn at least an 80% on the presentation for me to approve it.  If used for the senior portfolio, 
this assignment may not be completed with a group.   

  
Other Important Information 
1. Students and parents need to check Skyward for grades.  Students should check the white board 

daily for class work and homework as well as Google Classroom. 
2. On-line discussions and activities in Google Classroom must be completed with the same respect 

and professionalism required for in-class discussions and activities.  Students are responsible for 
joining the group for their class. 

3. If you have questions, concerns, or comments, please discuss them with me directly. 
4. If you need to see me at a time other than class, please schedule an appointment ahead of time.  Do 

not assume I will be available at all times. 
5. I will not accept messy, torn, stained, folded, and/or incomplete assignments. Your work should 

show that you care.  
6. Be responsible. Example: If your computer quits working, then hand-write your assignment, come 

to school as early as possible, and use a school computer to type it. 
MAKE AN EFFORT NOT AN EXCUSE 

1. Please ask for a pass to use the restroom. 
 
Course Expectations 
Obligation:   To be a successful, contributing member of this class, you are expected to complete 
scheduled readings and writings and come to class prepared to engage in activities and discussions. 
 Active participation requires sharing your thoughts, asking questions, listening to others, and 
responding to others. Most importantly, participation requires respect for others and their ideas.  You 
are also expected to meet deadlines for all assignments and to turn in work reflective of advanced 
thought and effort.  In turn, I will provide you with background information for each unit, clear 
instructions for each assignment, a fair assessment of your work, and guidance for improvement.   
  
Skills:   

1. Reading:   Honors classes require the willingness and desire to read while you are alert and able 
to engage in the material.  You must be able to read to analyze and to edit. 
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2. Writing:  Final writings and products should be well-written and follow the guidelines and 
examples presented in class.  Papers requiring documentation should follow MLA guidelines. 
Communication:  Text-based communication is easily misinterpreted.  When using e-mail or 
Google Classroom, please use academic writing: complete sentences, correct punctuation, 
standard spelling, proper capitalization, and appropriate vocabulary.  Profanity and personal 
attacks are unacceptable.  Failure to follow these standards will result in a zero for the 
assignment. 

 
Computer Proficiency Expectations: 
You should be able to navigate, browse, and use the Internet and Google Classroom; 
download/upload/create/save/edit/open Word, PDF, or Google Documents, video, and audio; and 
download/upload and listen to or view audio and video files. 
 
CWI’s Behavioral Expectations: 
Every student has the right to a respectful learning environment.  In order to provide this right to all 
students, students must take individual responsibility to conduct themselves in a mature and 
appropriate manner and will be held accountable for their behavior.  Students who disrupt the class or 
behave inappropriately or disrespectfully, as determined by the instructor, may be asked to leave the 
classroom. 
  
If conduct continues to be an issue, students may be referred to Student Conduct for judicial action. It is 
the student’s responsibility to check their email to receive notification of any scheduled appointments or 
other urgent communications. 
  
Any student who has witnessed or experienced a violation of the student code may contact Student 
Conduct at 562-2305, or email: conduct@cwidaho.cc 
  
Academic Integrity 
All work submitted by a student must represent his or her own ideas, concepts, and current 
understanding. 
All material found during research must be correctly documented/cited to avoid plagiarism.  Any 
student caught cheating or plagiarizing on course assignments or exams will lose credit for that 
assignment or exam. The teacher will notify parents. Students may be subject to disciplinary action, 
including a parent conference. 
  
Emergency Procedures 
FIRE ALARM:  My classes will relocate to the faculty parking lot.  If the alarm sounds between classes, 
you are to report to the outside meeting place for your next class. 
  
OTHER EMERGENCIES:  Students will follow instructions provided by the teacher. 
 
Affidavit of Syllabus as Contract 
Please detach this page, sign it, have your parents sign it, and return it to your instructor. 

____________________________________________ 
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Honors Junior English/ ENGL 175 
  
I have read and understand the guidelines and procedures for Honors Junior English/English 175 and 
have shared them with my parents. 
  

Student’s name (printed): ____________________________________Period: _______________ 
  

Student’s signature: ___________________________________________     Date: ________________ 

 
Parent’s signature: ____________________________________________  Date: ________________ 
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